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PLANT AND ANIMAL PESTS — AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT 

844. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
I ask this question on behalf of Hon Dr Steve Thomas, who is on urgent parliamentary business. 
I refer to the Auditor General’s follow-up report titled “Managing the Impact of Plant and Animal Pests: Follow-up” 
of 31 August 2020, which covered the adequacy of the response to the 2013 report. 
(1) Given the new report says that only five of the original eight recommendations have seen some progress, 

will the minister please identify the three recommendations that have seen no progress? 

(2) Will the minister please identify the five recommendations that have seen some progress and list precisely 
what progress has been made for each? 

(3) Given that the report says that the government’s plan for the collaborative management of pests has not 
been fully implemented and that only 13 of its 38 actions have been completed, will the minister please 
list the 25 actions that have not been completed; and for each action, will she outline why it has not been 
completed and when it is expected to be completed? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

It is really important to understand that the 2013 Auditor General’s report focused on the management of established 
pests in the state, not the broader biosecurity system or the responsibilities of the department and its partner agencies. 
The 2013 findings did not reflect higher level biosecurity priorities for the state around managing the risk of exotic 
diseases and pests that would significantly impact on market access and international trade for our multibillion-dollar 
agrifood export industry, nor do they all fit within current biosecurity approaches. While much has been done 
to address the OAG findings and the recommendations since 2013, there is still more to be done to ensure that 
WA maintains its enviable biosecurity status. 
(1) I am seeking further advice on the actions that have been taken in respect of those recommendations and 

I will provide that answer tomorrow. 

(2) I have a list of those recommendations and the steps that have been taken to implement them. It is in 
tabular form. I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
The following material was incorporated — 

One recommendation has been identified as “Implemented”. 
Ensure that an effective framework for the collaborative management of pests across the State is established; and that key roles of 
government agencies are defined 
There are four recommendations that have been identified as “Partly implemented”. These are 

Report Recommendation Key achievements 
Develop a Statewide Plan 
for the management of all 
declared pests. 

• Western Australian Biosecurity Strategy: 2016–2025. 

• Invasive Species Strategy for WA 2012–2017. 

• Invasive Species Plan for WA 2015–2019. 

• Wild Dog Action Plan 2016–2021, and the Wild Dog Action Plan 2021–2024 business case. 

Approve its draft policies 
and criteria to declare pests; 
and establish transparent 
process that is visible to 
external stakeholders. 

• Finalisation of Declaring and Categorising Organisms: Declared Pests s.22(2). 
• Finalisation of Declaring and Categorising Organisms: s. 11 Permitted and s. 12 Prohibited species. 
• Publication of policies relating to declaring and categorising organisms on DPIRD website. 
• Review and finalisation of import assessment policies for organisms under BAM Act. 

Establish a program under 
which the threat posed by 
potential and declared 
pests is subject to periodic 
review. 

• Declared Pest Review 2016, with 105 pest statuses reviewed. 
• Risk assessments for over 30 of 69 bird species as a result of the implementation of the 

Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2019. 
• Declaration of Feral Cats under the BAM Act and the Policy – Minimising Impacts to 

Domestic Cats. 
• Change in the Keeping Category of the Red Fox from exempt to prohibited. 
• National review of 22 risk assessments for non-indigenous vertebrates.  

Develop an effective 
prioritisation processes 
that ensure its operational 
resources are directed to 

• Inventory for Eradication and Response Planning Position Statement. 
• Declared pests – Position statement on Plants. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 8 September 2020] 

 p5418b-5419a 
Hon Peter Collier; Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [2] 

combating the highest 
threats. • Priority Declared Species – Agricultural Impact (Invasive Species Specific) – Priority Species 

Position Statement. 
• Priority Species lists for both Vertebrates and Plants. 
• Priority Pests for Recognised Biosecurity Groups and the process to identify RBG priorities. 

 

(3) The answer could not possibly be provided in the time available and I request that this part of the question 
be placed on notice. 
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